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Filters through which I re-visit literatures on the governance of grass-root 
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-Generally small-scale, adapting 
to the size and type of land plots 
available
Urban Gardens
-More or less precarious / 
temporary or more stable 
land occupancy agreements
Source: Personal re-elaboration
From potagersurbains.be
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Urban farms/CSAs
- CSA in Watermael-Boitsfort 
-2,5 ha
-precarious land occupancy status   
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Relevant points:
-Lack of systematic/shared knowledge on the actual/potential land 
available for Urban-Peri-Urban Agriculture (see later)
-No formal recognition of urban-periurban agriculture as a type of 
land use, with partial exception of Anderlecht-Neerpede (see later). 
-Urban peri-urban Agriculture=> Residual function in the Land Use 
Plan (PRAS)
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500m
Neerpede Area
-Largest remaining Agricultural Fringe
In the Brussels-Capital Region
-Traditional farming plus new 
dynamics on peri-urban agriculture 
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The Boeren Bruxsel Paysans ProjectStarting Period => 2015 
Funding=> ERDF (European Regional Development Funds)
                   2014-2020 Operational Program
Objectives=> Facilitating Local Food Systems 
by developing land/infrastructures for food production 
and processing 
Main Actors (project partners)
Environmental Agency IBGE (leading partner) 
Municipality of Anderlecht (Sustainable 
Development Division) 
Maison Verte et Bleue
Début des Haricots
Terre en Vue
Credal
Institutional Actors 
NGOs/Associative (interest on land accessibility and 
professional agriculture)
Third-sector (alternative financing)
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Methods of investigation
The Case Study (BBP)
=> Semi-structured interviews to all project partners, plus planning actors, plus 
some relevant actors from the Flemish side.
=> Review of primary documentation, policy documents and secondary 
documentation, exchange of information with the project partners. 
=> Participatory observations and site visits 
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Urban development pressures 
‘Competing land uses’
Pressures from other types of uses for open spaces
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-Green-ecological infrastructures 
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Terre en Vue (NGO- project partner)
-Identification of criteria and feasibility potentials
(physical/legal features of land plots) for installing new farmers 
-Intention to show that it is possible to optimize space within the Region 
-Intention to speak to responsible institutional actors
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-Still negotiating for political recognition of these actions 
-Still negotiating for resources to bring their work further 
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-We see a still precarious and ‘informal’ way of dealing with land accessibility in 
the BCR, especially looking at the threats of competing development pressures on 
land. 
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=> 2015      nascent but weak grass-root movement for the “Food Belt” of Brussels
=> Institutional Discourse     Among the objectives of the new Food Strategy     30% of 
fruits and vegetables provided by the hinterland of Brussels by 2030. 
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However, only very informal actions in this sense within the ERDF project 
NO sub-line of funding within the ERDF which formally foresees to address 
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Territoriality principle in the use of the EU funding 
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2014=> VLM 
(Vlaamse Land Maatschappij)
Study on Farmers in the
Vlaamse Rand 
Commissioned by the 
Flanders Ministry of Agriculture
Motivation of the study:
-Urbanisation pressures
on farmers 
-Farming land threatened
by real estate sector 
Outside Brussels’ Borders 
1000m
2014
VLM
+
- IBGE
- Municipality of Anderlecht
- Maison Verte et Bleue
- Terre en Vue 
Strategic Plan for the area
of Neerpede/Vlezenbeek/
Sint-Anna Pede
Dilbeek
Sint Pieters
Leeuw
Anderlecht 
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Outside Brussels’ Borders 
Emerging Constraints:
Organizational-territorial fragmentation 
and Institutional “intertia”
-Lack of proactivity/ lack of incentives / organizational constraints 
for tackling the hinterland question by institutional agents  
-Still weak / disconnected movements by bottom-up organizations, al-
ternative food actors, other interest groups
-Emerging projects (e.g. Action-research project ‘Pajottenlandbouw’) 
but with a stil uncertain future
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Tensions related to the availability and usability of land
(pressures from competing land uses, strong real estate
sector, legal aspects of land use etc)
Tensions which are mobilizing actions (organizational aspects) 
However, still uncertain / unclear the ways to
respond/counteract/adapt to the land governance
constraints
Still lacking of a strong organizational and institutional response
to advance the land question and have an influence on the 
Predominant trends
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Concerning the hinterland question
-Possible scenario 1)  More proactive up-take of the hinterland
question when ongoing local food system projects/policies
are more advanced
-Possible scenario 2)  Connections with producers from the 
hinterland will continue to occur in a scattered/spontaneous
way
• Presence of Resource Governance tensions 
for the access to land 
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Thank you!
